


1849 (age 34) Upon arrival 
in Salt Lake, Howard is 
immediately sent along the 
southern trail to the 
California Gold Rush on 
Church business.

1850-1851 (age 35-36)  Operates the Salt Lake Trading 
Company’s Post in the southern gold fields near 
Mariposa, California.

The California Gold Rush played an important role in the development of the 
West. The Mormons were in some distress in the middle of the desert plains 
and needed currency to buy supplies.  Brigham Young saw possible assistance 
in this development and sent 50 “Prospecting Missionaries” to the gold fields.  
Major Howard Egan received an assignment to establish a trading post called 
the Salt Lake Trading Company to provision Mormon and non-Mormon gold 
miners alike. In the end, the men on the expedition brought back about 
$20,000 in gold. Much of this was used at the Church’s Deseret Mint to create 
gold coins for currency. This gave the Saints something of value to trade for 
goods and contributed largely to the Saints’ ability to create a thriving 
settlement in the Salt Lake Valley. 

This week we take a quick peek into Howard’s gold rush activities and into the 
Gold Rush itself.



Stephen Foster was only 21 years old when he composed this song, and he later 
wrote, “the two fifty-dollar bills I received [for Oh Susanna!] had the effect of 
starting me on my present vocation as a songwriter.” Oh Susanna! was beloved by 
‘49ers during the California gold rush, helping it to become the most popular 
song in America.

I come from Alabama with my banjo on my knee, 
I'm going to Louisiana, my true love for to see. 
It rained all night the day I left, the weather it was dry 
The sun so hot I froze to death, Susanna, don't you cry. 

Chorus
Oh! Susanna, Oh don't you cry for me, 
For I come from Alabama with my banjo on my knee. 

I had a dream the other night, when everything was still; 
I thought I saw Susanna dear, a coming down the hill. 
A buckwheat cake was in her mouth, a tear was in her eye, 
Says I, I'm coming from the South, Susanna, don't you cry. 

I soon will be in New Orleans, and then I'll look around, 
And when I find Susanna, I'll fall upon the ground. 
But if I do not find her, then I will surely die, 
And when I'm dead and buried, Oh, Susanna, don't you cry. 

http://www.scoutsongs.com/lyrics/oh-susanna.html

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RspsTaviLrQ

http://www.scoutsongs.com/lyrics/oh-susanna.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RspsTaviLrQ


The California Gold Rush (1848–1855) began on January 24, 1848, when gold was 
found at Sutter's Mill in Coloma, California. All told, the news of gold brought some 
300,000 people to California from the rest of the United States and abroad. Half 
arrived by sea, and half came overland on the California and the Gila River trail.  
Gold worth tens of billions of today's dollars was recovered, which led to great 
wealth for a few. However, many returned home empty handed.

The effects of the Gold Rush were substantial. San Francisco grew from a small 
settlement of about 200 residents in 1846 to a boomtown of about 36,000 by 
1852. Roads and other towns were built throughout California. In 1849 a state 
constitution was written, and a governor and legislature were chosen. 
California became a state in 1850.

In November 1849 Howard led a small 
company on the newly tried (for wagons) 
southern trail to California. He had an 
assignment to establish a trading post called 
the Salt Lake Trading Company. The post 
was near Mariposa in the southern goldfield 

district. He helped supply Mormons as 
well as non-Mormons working the gold 
fields, did some prospecting himself, and
he worked with LDS Apostles Amasa 
Lyman and Charles C. Rich collecting 
tithing money and encouraging Mormon
prospectors to keep the faith. His 
assignment took him from home for 22 
months. He returned home in Sept. 1851.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QxekRM5-uMU&feature=related

The link below will take you to an interesting video about the start of the Gold Rush 
that you may want to watch with your family.  It is under nine minutes long.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QxekRM5-uMU&feature=related
















INGREDIENTS 
2 cups unsifted flour
2 teaspoons baking powder
1 teaspoon salt
3⁄4 cup butter, softened
3⁄4 cup sugar
3⁄4 cup brown sugar (firmly packed)
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
3 eggs
6 ounces semisweet chocolate morsels

DIRECTIONS
Preheat oven to 350.
Combine flour, baking powder and salt.
Set aside.
In large bowl, combine butter, sugars, and vanilla, beat till cream.
Add eggs one at a time, beating well after each addition.
Gradually add flour mixture, mix well.
Stir in morsels.
Spread evenly into well-greased 15x10" pan.
Bake at 350 for 30-35 minutes.
Cool, cut into 2" squares.

This recipe used to be printed on the Nestle semi-sweet chocolate morsels bag.


