
Four Sons of Howard Egan



In the chronology of Howard Egan’s life, we come upon the next elephant in the room: 
polygamy.  This is not the time or place to debate the subject. The facts are that he had four 
wives and nine children, five of whom had descendants – and we are those descendants.  Times 
were hard.  Being a Mormon was hard.  Being a Polygamist was hard. Being forcibly driven from 
several states was hard.  Crossing the plains was hard.  Scratching out a living in the desert was 
hard.  This week we look at family life in the midst all of all that hardship.

1839 (age 24)   Howard marries 15 yr old Tamson Parshley

1840 (age 25)   1st son born: Howard Ransom Egan

1842 (age 27)   2nd son born: Richard Erastus Egan

1844 (age 29)   3rd son born: Charles John Egan (who died at age 1)

1844 (age 29)   Howard marries 2nd wife, 40 yr old 

Catherine Reese Clawson

1846 (age 31)    Howard marries 3rd wife, 27 yr old 

Nancy Redden

1847 (age 32)   Tamson bears their 4th son 

Horace Adelbert Egan (who died at age 14)

1847 (age 32)   Nancy Redden bears their 1st child

Helen Jeanette Egan

1849 (age 34)  Howard marries 4th wife, 18 yr old 

Mary Ann Tuttle

1849 (age 34)   Nancy Redden bears their 2nd child, 

Vilate Louise Egan (who died at age 17)

1850 (age 35)  Mary Ann Tuttle bears their only child, 

Hyrum William Egan

1851 (age 36)  Tamson bears 

William Moburn Egan

1861 (age 46)  Tamson bears Howard their 5th son: 

Ira Ernest Egan



[Chorus]
We are family
I got my ancestors with me
We are family
Get up everybody and sing 

Everyone can see we're together
As we walk on by
(FLY!) and we fly just like birds of a feather
I won't tell no lie
(ALL!) all of the people around us they say
Can they be that close
Just let me state for the record
We're giving love in a family dose 

[Chorus:Repeat x2] 

Living life is fun and we've just begun
To get our share of the world's delights
(HIGH!) high hopes we have for our future
And our goal is in sight
(WE!) no we don't get depressed
Here's what we call our golden rule
Have faith in you and the things you do
You won't go wrong
This is our family Jewel 

[Chorus:Repeat x3] 
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In 1837, Howard, at age 23, made his way to Salem, 
Massachusetts and took a job with a rope maker and 
learned the trade. In 1838 Howard met Tamson Parshley. 
They were married on December 7, 1839. He was 24. 
She was 15 ½.

Their first son, Howard Ransom Egan, was born April 12, 
1840,  and their second son, Richard Erastus Egan, was
born March 29, 1842, both in Salem. In 1842 Howard 
and Tamson joined the Mormon Church and moved to 
Nauvoo, Illinois that same year to join the body of the Saints. 
While in Nauvoo, Tamson bore another son, Charles John Egan, who died a year later, 
in 1845.

The principal of plural marriage was known as early as 
November 1831.  It required the permission from both the 
leaders of the Church and the first wife to enter into the 
practice. In 1844 Howard married a second wife, 
40-year-old Catherine Reese Clawson Egan, a widow 
with four living children.

As mob violence intensified, Church leaders realized that 
it was no longer possible to remain in Nauvoo. In February
1846 Captain Egan and his family left  the city with the 

advance company, the initial stage of the general Nauvoo Exodus.

The Egans spent the winter of 1846–47 at Winter Quarters, although Howard had to 
make several difficult trips down to Missouri to bring back supplies for the Saints. His 
son, Howard Ransom Egan, described the home his father built, as follows: “Howard 
Egan’s log hut was neatly arranged and papered and hung with pictures and 
otherwise decorated by his wife, which made it very pleasant and habitable.” Winter 
Quarters was a settlement that consisted of 700 houses of log, turf and other 
materials; and was laid out with streets, workshops, mills, etc., and a Tabernacle of 
worship. Winter Quarters was on a pretty plateau overlooking the river, and was built 
for protection from Indians. There were 22 Wards with a bishop over each, also a High 
Council; and the population was over 4,000.

Tamson Parshley

Catherine Reese



In 1846, while in Winter Quarters, Howard married a third plural wife, 27-year-old 
Nancy Redding.

In the spring of 1847 Brigham Young selected 143 men, noted for their knowledge 
of pioneering and for their skill in using firearms and handling teams, to be the 
vanguard for the rest of the Saints. Egan was appointed captain of the 9th group of 
10 men. He left Tamson with child in their comfortable log cabin at Winter 
Quarters, and started west toward the Great Basin. This left Tamson alone in 
Winter Quarters for about a year. Tamson was often left alone to care for her 
family during most of her married life, a result of the many assignments Howard 
received from the church, and his various businesses.

On July 24, 1847 Howard Egan and the tail end of the 1847 Company, including 
Brigham Young, entered the valley. He spent three weeks there, getting a home 
and farm ready for his family. During his absence from Tamson, she gave birth to 
another son, Horace Adelbert Egan, on August 12, 1847, who would later die at 
age fifteen. Nancy also gave birth to a daughter she named Nancy.

Howard returned to Winter Quarters on October 31, 1847 with Presidents Kimball 
and Young, spent the winter with his family, and then departed for Salt Lake with 
Tamson and children on May 24, 1848.

They arrived in Salt Lake City on September 24, 1848 and promptly moved into the 
Salt Lake Fort. There were 423 apartments the saints were supposed to share 
within the fort. This is where they lived for about two years.

After getting Tamson and the boys settled, Howard went
back to the Missouri River area where wife Nancy  and
daughter Helen were. He brought them west in 1849.

That fall he married Mary Ann Tuttle as his fourth wife.

The following year Nancy Redden bears their 2nd child,
Vilate Louise Egan.  In 1851 Tamson bears William 
Moburn Egan, and in 1861 she bears Howard their 
5th son, Ira Ernest Egan.

Mary Ann Tuttle



Pioneer families faced many hardships.  There were constant risks of floods, droughts, fires, 
storms, accidents, disease, and Indians.  They worked with hand tools and cooked over 
open fires in stone fireplaces.  There were no machines to make work easier or faster. 
A trip to a trading post to buy the few items they could not make was a special treat.

Slowly, they replaced their crude log cabins or sod houses with comfortable homes, and 
turned rough sheds into sturdy bans.  Trading posts grew into towns, with stores, 
churches, and a school.

For kids, life on the frontier was a combination of hard work and adventure.  Boys and
girls learned from their parents the skills they needed.  In pioneer times, boys aged ten 

and older worked in the fields with their fathers and hunted or fished to add to the food 
supply.  Girls helped  their mothers make and mend clothing, cook and bake, and 
preserve foods for the winter months.  Kids also learned to read and write at home, 
as one-room schools were rare at first on the frontier.

Pioneer lives were not all work and no play.  Kids found time for swimming picnics, and for 
playing with toys and games they had made themselves.

Items that we consider crafts today, were created to be useful skills by the American 
Pioneers. Days were long and full of challenges, so everything they made served a 
purpose. Functionality was key, especially in the early to mid 1800s.

Here are four fun Pioneer Skills you might want to learn:

1.  Braid a rug:  http://educationpossible.com/6-pioneer-crafts-for-teens-to-make/#_a5y_p=3518838

2.  Make candles:   http://www.education.com/activity/article/dipped-candles/

3.  Weave baskets:   http://www.craftionary.net/guest-post-paper-basket/

4.  Make quilts:  http://educationpossible.com/hands-history-early-american-quilting/

And there are lots, lots more:  Vegetable Gardening; Cooking on an Open Fire; Baking; Herbal Medicine;
First Aid and Emergency Medical Care; Animal Husbandry; Butchering; Fire-starting and Fire Building;
Carpentry; Masonry; Plumbing; Sewing; Knitting and Crocheting; Weaving and Spinning; Hunting;
Fishing; Canning and Preserving; Gunsmithing; Soap Making; Vehicle Maintenance; Mechanical Repair 
and Maintenance; Equipment Operator; Home Maintenance; Welding; Blacksmithing; Leatherwork;
Well Building; Foraging; Knife Sharpening; Bartering; Milking; Beekeeping; Seed Harvesting; Orchard 
Management; Waste Management; Pest Control; Grinding Wheat and Other Grains

http://educationpossible.com/6-pioneer-crafts-for-teens-to-make/#_a5y_p=3518838
http://www.education.com/activity/article/dipped-candles/
http://www.craftionary.net/guest-post-paper-basket/
http://educationpossible.com/hands-history-early-american-quilting/


Use your imagination and 
Use materials you have around 
the house. Here are a few ideas.

Add names or pictures to a banner
Family handprints and motto

Display pictures creatively



Here are a few examples to get you started:

We do LOUD 
We do FUN
We do AWESOME

Where ever we are TOGETHER
that is HOME

Think Deeply
Speak Gently
Love Much
Laugh a Lot
Work Hard
Give Freely
& Be Kind

Never get so busy making a living 
That You Forget to Make a Life.

Always tell the truth
Work Hard 
Keep Your Promises
Try New Things
Don’t Whine
Laugh Out Loud
Always Say I Love You
Use Kind Words
Do Your Best
Be Grateful Be Kind
Be Proud of Yourself
Say Please  & Thank You

REMEMBER YOU ARE LOVED

Being on the same team 
means We fight together not 
each other.

In this House
We do real
We do mistakes
We do I’m sorry
We do loud, really well
We do Hugs
We do Family 
We do Love

If you Never try You’ll never Know

Giving up in NOT an option

We have Fun

We always Appreciate each other

We kame happy Memories

We have FaIth always

We show our Love

Our FamilY is forever

Family…
We do our best. 
We do dinner.
We do hugs.
We do trust. 
We do messy really well.
We do listening.
We do second chances.
We do celebrations. 
We do real.
We do encouragement.
We do I’m sorry.
We do LOVE.

Learn

EnjOy

SerVe 

RespEct

BELIEVE 
THERE IS 
GOOD IN 
THE WORLD

Our Family
Believes & Dreams
Listens & Shares
Forgives & Forgets
Trusts & Respects
Appreciates & 
Cares
Learns & Grows
Hopes & Shelters
Plays & Explores
Laughs & Loves 

Forever
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This recipe contains no potatoes. It gets it name from the look of the candy.

INGREDIENTS:
Yields 5 dozen 

1⁄4 cup softened butter
4 ounces cream cheese, softened
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 (16 ounce) package 
confectioners' sugar
7 ounces sweetened flaked 
coconut (2 1/2 cups)
1 tablespoon ground cinnamon

DIRECTIONS:
NOTE: Be sure to use regular cream cheese, not whipped or reduced fat 
type.

In a large bowl, cream together the butter and cream cheese.
Add vanilla and confectioners' sugar.
Beat until mixture forms a ball.
Stir in coconut with a spoon.
Roll the mixture between your hands to form small potato-shaped 
candies or roll into small balls.
Place cinnamon in a shallow dish and roll the balls in it.
Place the balls on a cookie sheet and chill for about 1 hour or until firm.
If you prefer "dirtier potatoes" roll the candy a second time after they 
have chilled.

Alternatively dip in melted chocolate for Easter eggs.

http://www.food.com/about/butter-141
http://www.food.com/about/cream-cheese-506
http://www.food.com/about/vanilla-350
http://www.food.com/about/powdered-sugar-140
http://www.food.com/about/coconut-107
http://www.food.com/about/coconut-107
http://www.food.com/about/cinnamon-324

