


1852-1855 (age  37-40)  Howard is employed
for a few years to drive cattle to California.

1852-1855 (age  37-40) Howard raises cattle 
and drives them to California to furnish meat for the Pony 
Express and the stage coach lines.

1855 (age 40)  Howard blazes 
the "Egan Trail."  He makes 
it from Salt Lake to 
Sacramento in 10 days by
mule. This opens a more
direct central route to
California, used by the Pony 
Express and stage coaches.

Howard Egan Brand

Probably the best single word to describe Howard Egan, based on the 
unbelievably wide variety of his life experiences, is “businessman.”  He 
owned a rope making company, operated a Gold Rush Trading Post, 
supervised the Pony Express line from Salt Lake City to Nevada, ran a 
stage coach company, owned and operated mines, etc. etc.  The business 
operation that he ran for the longest period of time was raising cattle 
and driving them to market. This week we just barely scratch the surface 
of this part of his life, and the accompanying role of trail blazer.



"Home on the Range" is a classic western song, sometimes called the "unofficial anthem" of the 
American West. The lyrics were originally written by Dr. Brewster M. Higley of Smith County, 
Kansas, in a poem entitled "My Western Home" in the early 1870s. 

Oh give me a home where the buffalo roam,
Where the deer and the antelope play,
Where seldom is heard a discouraging word,
And the skies are not cloudy all day. 

Chorus 
Home, home on the range,
Where the deer and the antelope play,
Where seldom is heard a discouraging word,
And the skies are not cloudy all day. 

How often at night when the heavens are bright,
With the light of the glittering stars,
I stood there amazed and I asked as I gazed,
Does their glory exceeds that of ours? 

Chorus 
Home, home on the range,
Where the deer and the antelope play,
Where seldom is heard a discouraging word,
And the skies are not cloudy all day. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K_YK7ebcZ2o

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K_YK7ebcZ2o


Another highlight of Egan’s life was the raising of cattle and sheep to furnish the meat for the 
Pony Express and the stage coach lines. The prairie and desert lands of Utah were well-suited 
to "open range" grazing. Cattle and sheep were simply turned loose in the spring after their 
young were born and allowed to roam with little supervision and no fences, then rounded up in 
the fall, with the mature animals driven to market and the breeding stock brought close to the 
ranch headquarters for greater protection in the winter. The use of livestock branding allowed 
the cattle owned by different ranchers to be identified and sorted. Beginning with the 
settlement of Texas in the 1840s, and expansion both north and west from that time, through 
the Civil War and into the 1880s, ranching dominated western economic activity.

Howard Egan was a skilled frontiersman and trailblazer. Although he is associated with the 
movement of emigrants along the main Mormon Trail, he became well-known for his role in 
establishing and developing routes out of the Salt Lake Valley, used by many different groups. 

In 1851 Egan served as a carrier for the Chorpenning Mail Service which followed the established 
California Trail route along the Humboldt. Howard began exploring for a safer and shorter route. 
In 1855, he succeeded in blazing a new route south of the Great Salt Lake which proved to be 150 
miles shorter. By 1850 Egan’s Central Route became the main route, and it included the use of 
relay stations and bridges and an improved road. 

Howard was employed for a few years to drive cattle to California. To expedite the journey he 
searched for a more direct route to California and found elements of one.

Part the “Egan Trail” was made famous by a wager. 
Howard claimed that by using it he could ride a mule to 
California in 10 days. Egan mounted a mule at Salt Lake
City, and 10 days later, on September 29, 1855, he arrived in
Sacramento. His feat encouraged the development of the 
Central Route between Salt Lake City and Carson City.

Egan’s explorations helped identify several potential 
settlement sites along that Central Route, three of which 
(Rush Valley, Ruby Valley, and Deep Creek) grew to 
modest importance in his day. Egan himself settled Deep
Creek, established Pony Express and Overland Mail stations 

there, and operated a general store, farm, and ranch in the area.



The following is told by Howard Ransom Egan, son of Major Howard Egan:  “In the early days, 
when Father was at home for a brief time, they used to have a sociable evening at home with 
friends, at one home or another. As Father put in most all his time in going or coming, or in 
California, the good folks, especially the women folks, were always urging him to tell them some 
of his thrilling experiences, as they knew he must have had many of them. So, on one evening 
after much persuasion, he told this to the very attentive listeners: 

“I was selling beef to the placer miners and had to do a great deal of horseback riding to visit the 
different camps to get their orders for beef. On going to one camp I found the trail so steep that I 
thought I would walk the balance of the way, about one-fourth of a mile. So I tied my horse close 
to the trail and footed it on up to the camp. On the way up I noticed a good many prospect holes 
that had been abandoned. Some of them with large dumps and some with their windlasses still 
over them. I remember of thinking how dangerous it was to leave such places uncovered, as men 
or animals that might fall in one of them, if not killed, could not be heard by anyone, and so die of 
starvation or thirst. 

But to 'go on, I arrived in the camp early in the afternoon and was much pleased, as I had made 
contracts for a good amount of beef for each week for a couple of months, which meant ten or 
twelve head of beef sold. Well, they were a jolly crew of miners, and more so on account of their 
success. All of which meant money for me. 

By the time I had made the round of the camp and finished up my business it was dark. Some of 
the miners wanted me to stay with them all night, but I would not, for I had left my horse tied so 
he could not feed, and I also thought I could find my way back down the gulch, although it had 
grown extremely dark. 

I followed a well-beaten trail and was making very good time, when all at once I felt that I was 
falling. Throwing out my hands I struck what I supposed was a windlass frame, and clung to it for 
dear life. But the thing was so rotten that it broke almost in two, and the least move I made it 
would crack, and was already pinching my hands. Now, if you can just imagine the horrible 
thoughts that ran riot through my head. How I should lie mangled at the bottom, or if dead, how 
long before T would he found. What would my wife and friends say as to the cause of my 
disappearance? Great beads of sweat came out all over me. All my life's doing, good, bad and 
indifferent, rushed through my mind at lightning speed, and the terror and agony of it all! My 
strength was going away, and I knew that the last moment had come, so commended my soul to 
the powers above, I closed my eyes and let go my hold and dropped (Oh, my! Dreadful! Horrible! 
And so on, from the ladies) -- about six inches. Needless to say, after resting a few moments I 
soon found my horse and rode home." 



The word version
This version of the game “Cows & Bulls” is usually played orally, but is easier to play if each player (or 
each team) keeps written notes. It is exactly like the numerical version except instead of 4-digit 
numbers, 4-letter words are used. They must be real words, according to whatever language or 
languages you are playing the game in. Alternate versions of the game can be played with 3-letter or 5-
letter words, but the 4-letter version is the most popular. This game was quite popular some years back, 
and is much more engaging than the numerical version. A person (HOST) thinks of any Isogram word in 
his mind, and gives out the number of letters in the word.

Other players (GUESSERS) try to figure that word by guessing isogram words containing same number of 
letters.

Then the person who thinks of the word tells the number of Cows & Bulls for the word given by others.
Cows - The guessed word has letter/letters those from the word that has been thought but at different 
positions.

Bulls - The word that has been guessed has the letters at the same position of the word that has been 
thought.

e.g. Say person hosted thinks of a word HEAT and everyone else is guessing,

One of the guessers Guess: COIN

Host will answer as follows:
COWS-0 (No similar letters at all)
BULLS-0 (No letters in the same position)

if Guessed word is- EATS
COWS-3 (Since the letters E, A and T are in the word, but are in the 1st, 2nd and 3rd position in the 
word EATS, while in the word HEAT, the letters E, A and
T are in the 2nd, 3rd and the 4th spot respectively.)
BULLS-0 (No letters match the spots in the original word)

PEAR
COWS-0 (There are similar letters but they're in the same spot, meaning they'll come under BULLS)
BULLS-2 (E and A from PEAR are in the same spot as in the letters E and A in HEAT.)

BEAT
COWS-0
BULLS-3

The person who figures out the word getting all bulls right gets to host the next word.





Livestock branding is a technique for marking livestock so as to identify the owner. Originally, 
livestock branding only referred to a hot brand for large stock, though the term is now also used 
to refer to other alternative techniques such as freeze branding. Other forms of livestock 
identification include inner lip or ear tattoos, earmarking, ear tagging, and RFID tagging with a 
type of microchip.

This is Howard Egan’s Brand. What would your family’s 
brand look like? 
Make a brand for your family.



DID YOU KNOW?
Cattle are counted by the head, so if 
a ranch owned 300 cows you would 
say they had 300 head of cattle.  
Cowboys are counted as hands so 
they might have said, “how many 
hands will go on the cattle drive?”



When you serve this cowboy recipe to your family for dinner, you're sure to get asked to serve up some second 
helpings!

Cooking Time: 40 min 
Vessel Size: 9 x 13 inch baking dish 

Ingredients
2 pounds ground beef, cooked and drained 
1 (1.25-ounce) packet taco seasoning 
4 ounces sour cream 
4 ounces mayonnaise 
8 ounces Cheddar cheese, shredded and divided 
1 yellow onion, chopped 
2 cups Bisquick
1 cup water 
2 tomatoes, sliced 
1 green bell pepper, chopped 
1 (4-ounce) can sliced jalapeno peppers 

Instructions
Preheat oven to 325 degrees F. Brown ground beef and add taco seasoning and water, according to packet 
instructions; set aside. In a separate bowl, combine sour cream, mayonnaise, 4 ounces of Cheddar cheese, 
and half of the onions; set aside. Stir Bisquick and water together to form soft dough. Pat dough on the 
bottom and one-half-inch up the sides of an 9 x 13 inch greased casserole dish. Saute remaining onions and 
bell peppers until slightly tender. On top of biscuit mix, evenly distribute ingredients in the following order: 
ground beef, tomato slices, green peppers, onions, jalapeno peppers, sour cream mixture and end with 
remaining shredded cheese. Bake for 30 to 40 minutes or until edges of dough are lightly browned.

Made with crunchy peanut butter, oatmeal and chocolate chips, this is a rootin’, tootin' good candy bar.

Cooking Time: 10 min 

Ingredients
4 cups oatmeal 
1 cup butter 
1/2 cup white corn syrup 
1 cup brown sugar 
1 (6-ounce) package of chocolate chips 
3/4 cup crunchy peanut butter 

Instructions
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Mix oatmeal, butter, corn syrup and sugar as for a pie crust. Pat in bottom of 
a greased 9-inch x 13-inch pan. Bake for 10 to 15 minutes and let cool. Melt chocolate chips and add 3/4 cup 
of peanut butter. Spread over baked layer. Refrigerate. Cut in squares before completely hardened.


