


This week we look at Howard’s life experience as a soldier.  He joined the Mormons at a time of growing 
antagonism from surrounding settlements.  In response, the Nauvoo Legion was formed to defend the city 
and surrounding Mormon Areas.  Egan promptly joined, and was made a Major in the Legion.  After the 
revocation of the Nauvoo Charter, the unsanctioned Nauvoo Legion continued to operate under the 
command of Brigham Young, and Egan was one of Brigham’s trusted bodyguards and couriers.  After 
arriving in Utah the Territorial militia used the name “Nauvoo Legion” and was mobilized in opposition to 
the United States Army during the Utah War.  Howard was given various assignments during that War, and 
also during its resolution. 

 

1842 (age 27) Howard joins the Nauvoo  
                    Legion and becomes a Major. 
 

1844 (age 29) Joseph Smith and Hyrum Smith  
                    are martyred. 
 

1845 (age 30) Mobs are burning homes.  
                   Howard is called back into the 
                   Nauvoo Legion & leads 20 men  
                   to guard church members in  
                   Camp Creek. 
 

1846 (age 31)  Howard is appointed an envoy  
                   for the Mormon Battalion, and along  
                   with John D. Lee, picks up the Battalion’s mail 
                   and pay at Santa Fe. 
 

1857- 1858 (age 42-43) Major Howard Egan fills several  
                   assignments in the Utah War. 
 

1859 (age 44)  Howard is made Commander of a Battalion.   
                    He is guide to General Johnston in an extended 
                    survey through the North.  



Staying at the Willard Hotel in Washington on the night of November 18, 1861, Julia Ward Howe awoke with the words of this song 
in her mind and in near darkness wrote the verses to the "Battle Hymn of the Republic.“  Howe remember the event, as follows: 
 

“I went to bed that night as usual, and slept, according to my wont, quite soundly. I awoke in the gray of the morning twilight; and 
as I lay waiting for the dawn, the long lines of the desired poem began to twine themselves in my mind. Having thought out all the 
stanzas, I said to myself, 'I must get up and write these verses down, lest I fall asleep again and forget them.' So, with a sudden 
effort, I sprang out of bed, and found in the dimness an old stump of a pen which I remembered to have used the day before. I 
scrawled the verses almost without looking at the paper.” 



Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord; 
He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored; 
He hath loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword: 
His truth is marching on. 
(Chorus) 
  
I have seen Him in the watch-fires of a hundred circling camps, 
They have builded Him an altar in the evening dews and damps; 
I can read His righteous sentence by the dim and flaring lamps: 
His day is marching on. 
(Chorus) 
  
I have read a fiery gospel writ in burnished rows of steel: 
"As ye deal with my contemners, so with you my grace shall deal"; 
Let the Hero, born of woman, crush the serpent with his heel, 
Since God is marching on. 
(Chorus) 
  
He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat; 
He is sifting out the hearts of men before His judgment-seat: 
Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer Him! be jubilant, my feet! 
Our God is marching on. 
(Chorus) 
  
In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea, 
With a glory in His bosom that transfigures you and me. 
As He died to make men holy, let us die to make men free. 
While God is marching on. 
(Chorus) 
  
He is coming like the glory of the morning on the wave, 
He is Wisdom to the mighty, He is Succour to the brave, 
So the world shall be His footstool, and the soul of wrong His slave, 
Our God is marching on. 
(Chorus) 

Additional 
Verses 



 

In 1840 the Illinois Legislature granted a charter to form the city of  
Nauvoo, establish a university, and create an independent military  
body to be called the “Nauvoo Legion.” The Legion was formed in  
February 1841, and Howard Egan was given the rank of Major. 
 

At the time Joseph Smith was martyred, Howard was serving a  
mission in the Eastern States. After the murder the mobs increased  
their attacks, and in September 1845 they began burning homes.   
To help protect the Saints, Captain Egan was called back into service 
 and led 20 men to Camp Creek to guard the members in that region. 
 

 
 
In order to help fund the western exodus of the Saints, Brigham Young sent an emissary to 
President Polk and members of Congress, proposing that the Saints be given a contract for building 
                                                                      roads, way-stations, and bridges for people immigrating to  
                                                                      Oregon. The contract to maintain the Oregon Trail was not 
                                                                      granted to the Mormons. Instead, because the U.S. had  
                                                                      declared war on Mexico, and with the assistance of Thomas 
                                                                      Kane, a man sympathetic to the Saints, a deal was worked  
                                                                      out with President Polk to enlist 500 Latter-day Saint men 
                                                                      to form a Mormon Battalion and march to California as part  
                                                                      of General Stephen Kearny’s Army of the West. The men 
                                                                      were given a uniform allowance of US$42 each, paid in  
                                                                      advance, for their one-year enlistment, and as they were 
allowed to wear their civilian clothing for the march, the bulk of those funds were immediately 
donated to a general Church fund. These funds were used to purchase wagons, teams, and other 
necessities for the American exodus. Eventually more than $50,000 was paid to the Battalion. 
                                               

The Mormon Battalion was called up on May 13, 1846. Howard Egan and John D. Lee were asked 
by President Young to go to Santa Fe and bring back the pay and mail to the Battalion families. 
After a month of difficult travel in inclement weather, Egan and Lee arrived back at Winter Quarters 
with 282 letters, 72 packages, and the 1st Battalion payment. 
 
 
 
During the Utah War Egan served in four ways: he brought  
ammunition from California for Utah’s militia, did patrol duty 
in and beyond Echo Canyon, guarded peace envoy Thomas 
L. Kane, and escorted Kane back to Pennsylvania. 
   

 

 

 



 
Believe it or not, Capture the Flag originated on the battlefield of some of the most 
deadly wars in history. In fact, that was exactly how all the soldiers knew when a 
battle was over - once the enemy's flag was captured, both sides considered the 
skirmish settled. In the Civil War, soldiers that were able to either capture the 
enemy's flag or save their own were rewarded with a Medal of Honor. Nobody 
knows for sure when Capture the Flag took off as an outdoor activity, but Boy 
Scouts have been playing the game for over 60 years! 
 

Capture the Flag - Setting Up 
First of all, a big open space just isn't going to work. Since a big part of this game 
involves hiding and ducking around corners, a more forested area would be ideal. 
As far as how many players you need, it doesn't really matter as long as both 
teams are equal (although at least five per team is generally a good number). The 
playing field must be divided into three areas, with the two teams separated by a 
neutral space. Each team must hide their flag somewhere in their area, making 
sure that nobody from the opposing team can see where it is. If you don't have a 
couple of flags handy, pretty much anything will do (stuffed animals, CDs, poster, 
etc.). 

 

Capture the Flag - Playing the Game 
Now, both teams get five minutes to hide their flags. Once the flags are hidden, 
the game begins. Obviously, in order to win the game, you must capture the other 
team's flag and bring it back to your own territory. But if an enemy team member 
grabs you while you're standing on their part of the field, they are allowed to take 
you straight to jail (which is a small patch of land in their territory) or you can be 
frozen in place (set your own rules at the beginning). You can be freed from jail or 
unfrozen if one of your team members touches you, and there's no limit to how 
many times you can be thrown back into the slammer or frozen. Though the game 
works best outdoors, there's no reason why you couldn't play inside on a rainy 
day! 
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Parents: As the children search for and find the words you may want to discuss 
and tell the relationship of the word to Howard Egan. 



 

 

 



 

 

Bugle Corps of Johnston's Army, stationed at Camp Floyd  

Johnston's Army, marching toward Utah in a 
snowstorm. From an illustration in Harper's 

Weekly, April 14, 1858. 



Hardtack is a very hard flat cracker, that was often eaten by soldiers during the Civil War and sailors 
during sea journeys. Usually infested by weevils, larva, and grubs, the soldiers invented many ways to 
ingest these "edible rocks.“ Fortunately, that's probably not something you have to worry about. If kept 
dry, these crackers can and will easily last over 50 years. If you are going on a long backpacking trip, make 
a dozen or so and take them with you. They will help keep your energy up for the length of the trip. 

Traditional Hardtack 
6 cups flour 
1 cup water 
Preheat oven to 375 
Mix Flour and water together in a bowl.  
Place the water in the bowl, and slowly add in flour while  
stirring constantly, until the mixture becomes too thick to  
stir, at which point enough flour has been added. Knead  
dough and roll out until it is ½” thick. Using a pizza cutter,  
cut the dough into 3”x3” squares. Poke four rows of four  
holes in the cracker using a skewer stick. Lay the crackers  
out on an ungreased cookie sheet. Place in oven and bake  
for 30 minutes. Remove from oven, flip crackers over, and  
bake for another 30 minutes. Take crackers out when they  
are a light golden brown. Let the crackers cool for 30 minutes before eating. 
  

Softer Hardtack 
4 cups of flour 2 tablespoons of cold butter or shortening /margarine 
2 cups of cold water 4 teaspoons of salt 
Preheat oven to 375 
Put flour into a bowl. 
Quickly crumble in butter or shortening. Add water. Stir just a few times until a 
dough forms. Press dough into 3x3 inch pieces that are about half an inch thick.  
Put pieces on non-greased pan. Using a skewer stick, poke four rows of four holes in 
the pieces in a square formation that has the holes half an inch away, and have the 
holes cover the pieces. Bake for 30 minutes, then removes from oven and allow to 
cool. 
*Note: because fat has been added, it will oxidize / become rancid over a relatively 
short time and thus the softer version is not for long term storage. 
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