


1875-1877 Howard is appointed as a special guard to 
President Brigham Young at the Lion House and at the Church 
Offices.
1877 (age 62) August 29th Brigham Young dies.
1877 (age 62) Howard is appointed as a special guard at 
Brigham Young's grave in Salt Lake City.
1878 (age 62) March 15th Major Howard Egan dies.  His 
funeral sermon is preached by his long-time friend, Apostle 
Orson Pratt.

Salt Lake City Cemetery

Major Howard Egan was a devoted, trusted,  and effective 
guard for Joseph Smith and Brigham Young and their respective 
homes and offices.  He was also often asked to guard Church 
friends and Church assets.  This Activity packet explores his role 
as a trusted “Guard.”



https://www.lds.org/music/library/childrens-songbook/i-have-a-family-tree?lang=eng

https://www.lds.org/music/library/childrens-songbook/i-have-a-family-tree?lang=eng


In 1842, Howard joined the Nauvoo Legion, was also a made a Nauvoo City Policeman,  and 
served as a body guard to the Prophet Joseph. Evidently, he was very dependable, for Joseph is 
quoted as saying, “We never feared when Howard Egan was on guard.” 

Just before Brigham Young entered the Salt Lake valley, 
a group of the apostles climbed up the hill and had a 
prayer circle.  Howard Egan stood guard for them. 

Howard Egan also became a special guard for President 
Brigham Young both at the Lion House and at the 
Church Offices.  At the time of President Brigham Young’s 
Last illness, Howard also acted as his special nurse, 
which he had done many times before.  It was said that 
Howard was affectionately called “doctor.”

Brigham Young would often ask special favors of Egan, 
for example, asking Howard to get him a pitcher of cold 
water, and for either sanitation reasons or for coldness, 
to pump it full forty times. 

“After the death of President Young, Father was the 
special guard at his grave, and a building was erected so 
that he could look out on the grave any time of night, 
without getting out of bed, by the light that was kept 
burning.”

Major Howard Egan was well known and well regarded. 
His funeral service was packed full and many friends were 
unable to gain admittance. The funeral sermon was 
preached by his friend, Elder Orson Pratt.

Major Howard Egan’s Grave Markers

Brigham Young’s Grave Marker



Howard Egan left this life as he had lived it, a faithful friend to those whom he loved, and a faithful servant 
in his numerous callings. When his last illness struck he was guarding the grave of President Brigham Young, 
his long time friend. They were not parted for long.  Brigham Young died on August 19, 1877, and Howard 
Egan six months later in March, 1878. Howard died at a comparatively early age, being sixty-three years old 
at the time of his death.  Notice of Howard’s death was printed in all the Salt Lake papers, with the account 
in the Salt Lake Herald being the most complete:

“Howard Egan, well-known in Utah by the familiar title of “Major,” died at his residence in the 19th wd., 
yesterday morning of inflammation of the bowels, after an illness of about two weeks, aged 64 years.

“Major Howard came to Utah with the pioneers in 1850, on his return from California, and since that time 
has been known as a promoter of progress on the borders, in discovering outlets and opening new roads.  
In the early days of the settlement of the territory he was prominent in pioneering the western stage route; 
made the quickest trip on record from here to Sacramento, riding a mule the entire distance alone.  It was 
he who first went over the mail route, so frequently traveled since to California, via Simpson Springs, Egan 
Canyon (which was named after him), Ruby Valley and the desert. He acted as guide to General Johnston in 
an extended surveying tour through the North, in 1859; escorted Col. Kane across the plains in 1857, and 
several expeditions against the Indians. Was always a prominent figure. During the later years of his life he 
was engaged in opening up mines and developing the mineral wealth of Deep Creek, where he had 
established a trading post and mail station. 

“His career was characterized by numerous acts of heroism and many were his hair-breadth escapes. His 
reputation for being friendly to everybody was good, and his enemies in this territory were very scarce.

“The funeral will take place today at 10 o’clock, from the 19th Ward schoolhouse.”

At the funeral services, which were attended by his many friends, his name was eulogized for the great good 
he had done in his life. 

“The obsequies [defined as a funeral rite or ceremony] which were attended by a great number of Egan’s 
friends were held in the nineteenth ward. The funeral sermon was preached by Egan’s friend, Orson 
Pratt.” Probably no other person could have been chosen to speak at that time who had known Howard 
more intimately than had Orson Pratt.  He had known Egan since 1842. It was he who had lead the 
vanguard of pioneers across the plains while searching out trails suitable to travel. He knew Egan as he 
knew all the original company of pioneers. Orson Pratt eulogized the memory of Egan as no other person 
could have done. It is reported that ‘the meeting house was crowded and numbers were unable to gain 
admittance.’ Elder Orson Pratt delivered a highly instructive discourse, which was reported in full, by 
Brother Geo. F. Gibbs. The remains were followed to the grave by a large cortege of mourners.”  



The This is the Place Heritage Park is located on 
the east side of Salt Lake City, Utah, at the foot of 
the Wasatch Range and near the mouth of 
Emigration Canyon.

The location of the park is where, on July 24, 1847, 
Brigham Young first saw the Salt Lake Valley that 
would soon become the Mormon pioneers’ new 
home. Members of The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints believe that Young had a vision 
shortly after they were exiled from Nauvoo, Illinois. 
In the vision, he saw the place where the Latter-day 
Saints would settle and "make the desert blossom 
like a rose" and where they would build their State 
of Deseret. As the account goes, Brigham Young was very sick with Rock Mountain 
Spotted Fever and was riding in the back of a wagon. After exiting Emigration 
Canyon and cresting a small hill, he asked to look out of the wagon. Those with him 
opened the canvas cover and propped him up so he could see the empty desert 
valley below. He then proclaimed, "It is enough. This is the right place. Drive on." 
The words, "this is the place," were soon heard throughout the wagon train as the 
Mormon pioneers descended into the valley, their long journey having come to an 
end. The statement was first attributed to Young by Wilford Woodruff more than 
thirty years after the pioneer advent.

Over the next several years, tens of 
thousands of Mormon pioneers 
emerged from Emigration Canyon 
and first saw their new home from 
this same location. A Utah state 
holiday, Pioneer Day, occurs each 
year on July 24 to commemorate 
the Mormon pioneers' entry into 
the valley.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:This_Is_The_Place_Heritage_Park.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:This_Is_The_Place_Heritage_Park.jpg


In this classic summer battle, each 
team hides a flag on their side of 
the yard. Team members strategize 
to steal the other team's flag and 
guard their own against capture. 
This game will have your family 
working together, relying on each 
other's strengths and get the brain 
power going.

The object of this game is to get past the flashlight wielding guard 
without getting spotlighted. The person with the flashlight chooses 
higher ground for the tower. (This could be a porch, bench or a sturdy 
chair or stool.) Everyone else scatters into the dark yard. After the 
guard counts to 20 or 30, those in hiding try to sneak to the tower 
without being caught by the guard. The guard with the flashlight tries 
to spotlight the other players with his flashlight. When he finds 
someone, he yells, "Spotlight," followed by the player's name. Take 
turns as the guard.



Players must remain silent as they try to sneak by guards armed with squirt guns!
So what’s the deal? The guards are blindfolded! The best part of this game is that 
there’s no age limit; it’s the perfect summer family game for a party, a trip to the 
park, or even a family reunion.

What You Need:
 2 chairs
 2 squirt guns or wet sponges
 2 blindfolds
 4 or more players

What You Do:
 Set up two chairs outside, facing each 

other about 5 feet apart. Make sure 
that someone can walk between the 
two chairs easily.

 Pick two players to be the guards. Have 
each one sit in a chair and hand them 
squirt guns or wet sponges

 Blindfold the guards
 Tell the guards that if they thing 

someone is trying to pass through, they should squirt the water gun or  
throw the sponges to nail the sneakers.

 The rest of the players are the sneakers! Tell the sneakers to try to 
quietly sneak through he space, one by one, between the two guards. 

 If a sneaker is hit, he takes the place of one of the blindfolded guards. 
This is a great family game. One of the best parts is that the guards end 
up squirting each other more often than any of the sneakers!

http://www.education.com/activity/article/Blind_Fold_Guards/

http://www.education.com/activity/article/Blind_Fold_Guards/




MATERIALS NEEDED:
 2 cardboard tubes- (I used toilet paper rolls, but you 

could also cut a paper towel roll in half)
 washi tape- (I used 4 different patterns)
 stapler or hot glue gun
 hole punch or scissors
 ribbon, string, baker's twine, etc. for the strap

INSTRUCTIONS:

The first step is to decorate your rolls with washi tape. This is 
the fun part! You can make them look however you want! Use 
scissors to cut the tape if you want lines straight, or you can just 
tear it.

Step two is attaching the two rolls 
together. Use a stapler and attached 
them together where the washi tape 

seams came together. *note* If you're worried about the staples 
not being safe for your kiddos, then you can attach them together 
with glue or even tape or make sure to press the sharp staple ends
tight to the cardboard and then covered them with pieces of washi tape.

Once the rolls are attached, use a hole punch (or scissors) to make a hole on each side of the 
binoculars where you want the string for the strap to be.

Then chose a ribbon or string, whatever you have laying around, 
string the ends through the holes and double knot. You now have 
an awesome pair of washi tape binoculars that can be used to 
guard anything!!

http://homeinspiredbliss.blogspot.com/2012/08/kid-craft-washi-tape-binoculars.html
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http://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/colcannon-recipe.html

Ingredients
3 pounds potatoes, scrubbed
2 sticks butter
1 1/4 cups hot milk
Freshly ground black pepper
1 head cabbage, cored and finely shredded
1 (1-pound) piece ham or bacon, cooked the day 
before
4 scallions, finely chopped
Chopped parsley leaves, for garnish

Directions
Steam the potatoes in their skins for 30 minutes. Peel them using a knife and fork. Chop with a 
knife before mashing. Mash thoroughly to remove all the lumps. Add 1 stick of butter in pieces. 
Gradually add hot milk, stirring all the time. Season with a few grinds of black pepper.

Boil the cabbage in unsalted water until it turns a darker color. Add 2 tablespoons butter to 
tenderize it. Cover with lid for 2 minutes. Drain thoroughly before returning it to the pan. Chop 
into small pieces.

Put the ham in a large saucepan and cover with water. Bring to the boil and simmer for 45 
minutes until tender. Drain. Remove any fat and chop into small pieces.

Add cabbage, scallions, and ham to mashed potatoes, stirring them in gently.

Serve in individual soup plates. Make an indentation on the top by swirling a wooden spoon. Put 1 
tablespoon of butter into each indentation. Sprinkle with parsley.

Personal note:
If using a ham bone, boil it with the potatoes, then cool and add the pulled ham to the potatoes before 
adding the boiled cabbage. I chop the cabbage into small bites. Also, check for saltiness, It may or may not 
need more salt added depending on the saltiness of the pork.  1 tsp of butter into the indentation is plenty 
for serving.

http://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/colcannon-recipe.html

