


1844 (age 29) Howard is called on an “electioneering 
mission” in New England to campaign for Joseph Smith 
for President of the USA. 

1875 (age 60) At the April General Conference Howard is 
called with two others to do missionary work among the 
Gosiute Indians at Deep Creek.  He also teaches 
farming skills.

The desire to share one’s ideology with others is universal.  Whether the ideology is political, 
scientific, artistic, or theological, humans tend to want others to adopt their belief system.  
The word missionary is applied to those who are sent out to preach, teach, and/or serve in 
behalf of their beliefs.  Christian missionaries are following Christ’s admonition to share his 
teachings with every nation, kindred, tongue and people.   Joseph Smith and all subsequent 
leaders of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, have placed a high priority on 
“sharing the good news of Christ and His gospel.”  Howard Egan was called on two missions 
for the Church, one political, and one theological.  Those missions are the topic of this 
week’s Family Activity Packet.



https://www.lds.org/music/library/hymns/love-one-another?lang=eng



In response to a recent spiritual outpouring among 
surrounding Native Americans,  Church leaders 
called for Lamanite missionaries.  During the 
Church’s April 1875 General Conference Howard 
Egan and three  other Deep Creek men were called 
to teach the gospel to the Gosiutes.  Though there 
are myths about Howard having baptized large 
numbers of Gosiute Indians, we lack details about 
how Howard fulfilled that mission.  Apparently it 
was short, because in 1875 he moved back to his 
home in Salt Lake City.

http://www.xphomestation.com/tooele-11-11.html

In large part because the Latter-day Saints were 
unable to find protection or justice from state 
Governors, or Congress, or the President, on 
January 29, 1844, Joseph Smith, with the support 
of the Quorum of the Twelve and others, decided 
to run as an independent candidate for the 
presidency of the United States.  On February 8, 
1844 Joseph Smith published his political platform 
as a book entitled View of the Powers and Policy 
of the Government of the United States.

https://www.lds.org/ensign/2009/02/joseph-smith-campaign-for-president-of-the-united-states?lang=eng

To launch a nationwide political campaign, 
campaign directors called for electioneering 
missionaries to be assigned to the various states.  They selected Howard Egan and Willard Snow 
to be the first two elders out of thirteen sent to New Hampshire.  Some 340 missionaries were 
sent, with political tracts to all 26 states and Wisconsin Territory.  The campaign provided 
opportunities to preach the gospel,  and to strengthen the many branches of the Church 
scattered across the country.  

Joseph Smith’s murder ended the campaigning and brought Howard and the other electioneers 
home.

http://www.xphomestation.com/tooele-11-11.html
https://www.lds.org/ensign/2009/02/joseph-smith-campaign-for-president-of-the-united-states?lang=eng


The journal of Wilford Woodruff describes the activities of an 
electioneer missionary. Elder Woodruff left Nauvoo on May 9 in 
company with George A. Smith, Jedidiah M. Grant, and Ezra 
Thayer for an electioneer mission that would last just nine 
weeks. During that time he recorded that he spoke in at least 
six “political meetings.” He spoke at many more religious 
meetings than political gatherings, and he always kept his 
religious sermons and political speeches separate. The political
gatherings were usually held the night before or very soon
after the traditional Church conferences.

Elder Woodruff and at least four other members of the Quorum 
of the Twelve attended the Massachusetts state convention in 
Boston on July 1, 1844. Elder Woodruff recorded in his journal: 
“The Melodeon was crowded in the evening, and it was soon 
evident that a large number of rowdies were in the galleries and 
felt disposed to make [a] disturbance.” One young man rose and made a series of disruptive 
remarks, and fighting broke out. The police were called in to restore order. Elder Woodruff 
recorded, “One person got badly cut in the face but not dangerous. The meeting was soon 
broken up.” Despite the disturbance, Brigham Young wrote in a letter to Willard 
Richards, “All this did us good in Boston.”

https://www.lds.org/ensign/2009/02/joseph-smith-campaign-for-president-of-the-united-states?lang=eng

https://www.lds.org/ensign/2009/02/joseph-smith-campaign-for-president-of-the-united-states?lang=eng


https://www.thegamegal.com/2011/07/17/missionary-tag/

What it is: A fun variation of tag that gives players more of a chance to rest between runs. The 
game is played using pairs, which is why we always called it missionary tag (missionaries often 
preach in pairs).

Best for: An even number of players in a big group.

What you need: Just a big, open space outdoors to play. An open grassy area is best.

How to play: First, have all your players find a partner in order to form pairs. (The pairs will 
switch up a lot as the game goes on.)

Let’s say Rick and Tammy form a pair. Next instruct all your pairs to stand side-by-side, linking 
arms like this:

Rick and Tammy are ready to go.

You should be playing with an even number of people, so everyone
should have a partner. Each pair should stand spaced out from the 
other pairs in a circle, or just kind of a spaced-out jumble works, too.

After all your pairs are set, choose one pair to be “It” and the first 
person that “It” chases. We’ll say that T.J. starts out as “It,” and Jenn
starts out as the person T.J. chases.

T.J. gives Jenny a few seconds’ lead, during which Jenny takes off 
running from T.J. Soon T.J. follows. If he tags Jenny, she becomes “It”
and immediately starts chasing T.J. But Jenny can escape from T.J. by 
running up to any pair in the game and linking arms with one of the 
partners. For example, say she runs up to Rick and Tammy and links
arms with Rick’s free arm. As soon as Jenny hooks arms with Rick, 

that means the third player – Tammy – is T.J.’s new target to tag. So Tammy better run away 
ASAP, or T.J. will tag her and she’ll become “It”.

Any player being chased by the person who’s “It” can hook on to any pair at any time. The only 
rule: you can’t hook on to a pair right next to the pair you just left. It’s a lot of fun and a game 
you can play for a lot longer than normal tag since you get a chance to rest. Enjoy!

https://www.thegamegal.com/2011/07/17/missionary-tag/




INGREDIENTS:
1 cup sugar (granulated)
1 cup corn syrup
1 cup peanut butter (creamy or chunky)
6 cups Rice Krispy cereal
1 cup chocolate chips
1 cup butterscotch chips

DIRECTIONS:
Butter 9x13 pan.  Combine sugar and corn syrup; bring to a boil.  As soon 
as mixture boils, remove from heat and add peanut butter.  Stir sugar, 
peanut butter mixture until peanut butter melts and there are no lumps.  
Add this mixture to measured Rice Krispy’s.  Stir until thoroughly coated 
with sugar, peanut butter mixture.  Place in 9x13 pan.  Smooth out.  Melt 
chips in microwave.  Spread over cookies.  Cool.  Cut and eat!


